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Nozs.
Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hon. €. McKenzle
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. E. McLarty
Hon. H. Carson Hon. H. Milington
Hon. E. M. Clarke Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon. H. P. Calebatch Hou. G. M. Sewell
Hou. J. M. Drew Hon. C. Sommers
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. J. F. Cullen

Hon, J.J. Yolmes
Hon. J. W. Kirwan

(Telier).

Amendment thus negatived.

Schedule put and passed.

Title, Preamble—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 10.48 p.m.

Degislative Esscembly,
Tuesday, 1st September, 1914.
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Foodstuffls Commission, returned .. . 880
Bunbury Motor ‘Bus Ser\rice, returned 281
{eultural Dank Act Amendment, returned 931
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Friendly Socteties Act Amendment. all stnges 881
Leederville Rates Validation, all Bta BE .. 281
Workers’ Homes Act Amendmenb all stages 082
Licensing Act Amendment, all stages .. 981
Road Closure, dischrged .. .. 986
Specinl Lenae, Enablmg, Cum 33 ‘e .. 986
Ad]oumment speclal .. .. 987

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Mines: Return of
exemptions granted during the year
ended 30th Jane, 1914,

By the Premier: 1, Report of admin-
istration of endowment trust under the
Public Education Endowment Act, 2,
Correspondence relating to the recent
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political crisis in Tasmania. 3, Repert of
Publie Service Commissioner for the year
ended 30th June, 1914, )

By the Attorney General: 1, Amend-
ment of Supreme Court rules. 2, New
regulations under the Electoral Act,
1907. 3, Annual report of the Depart-
ment of Land Titles.

By the Minister for Works: 1, By-
laws of the Beverley roads board. 2,
By-laws of the municipalities of Kal-
goorlie, Leederville, North Fremantle,
and Guildford.

LEAVY OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr, LAYMAN leave of
absence for two weeks granted to the
hon. member for Claremont (Mr. Wis-
dom) on the ground of urgent private
business,

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Brownlill-Ivanhoe) moved—

That for the remainder of the session
the Standing Orders be suspended lo
enable messages from the Legislative
Conncil to be taken into consideration
on the day om which they are received;
also, so far as to admit of the repori-
ing and adopting of the resolutions of
the Commiltees of Supply end Ways
and Means on the same day on which
they shall have passed those Commil-
tees.

Question passed.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 2) £1,450,000.

Message,
Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation in
conneetion with the Bill.

Committee of Supply.

The House having resolved into Com-
mittee of Supply, Mr. Holman in the

Chair,
The PREMIER moved—
That there be granted to His

Magjesty on accoumt of the service of
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the year ending 30th June, 1915, a
sum nol exceeding £1,450,000.

He said: In submitting the motion, may
I take this opportunity of saying that on
my consulting the leader of the Opposi-
tion, that hon, gentleman eoncurred in
sufficient supply being granted to carry
us to the end of December, thereby en-
abling Parliament to be called together
before the close of the present calendar
year for the purpose of passing the An-
nual Esltimates. Ii will be appreciated
that the Government eould probably have
managed on three months’ supply, earry-
ing usg to the end of November, Person-
ally, however, 1 consider that if such a
thing as a change of Ministry should
eventuate the new Minsters should be
afforded an opportunity of looking round
before being called upon to frame Esti-
mates, particularly under the conditions
obtaining at the present time. Again,
even from the point of view of the pre-
sent Administration things are changing
from week to week under existing condi-
tions; and it is not desirable to present
to Parliament Estimates which cannot
be relied npon, if such a eourse can pos-
sibly be avoided. Thus it will probably
be found that this year's Estimates will
be introduced later than otherwise would
be the case., Again, may I say that the
amount. asked for under this Bill is based
on the expenditure for the same period
of last year. It will be noted that the
amount asked for from General Loan
Fund is small. That circumstance is due
to the fact that the amount already
granted under the previous Supply Bill
is not yet exhaunsted. The balance of that
authorisation, with the supplies now
asked for, will, it is expeected, earry us
on to the end of December, under or-
dinary conditions.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I recognise
that a general election is to take place
shortty, and I fuliy acknowledge we must
have suofficient time to formulate the Es-
timates, more espeeially under the pre-
sent unfortunate conditions. I should
like to ask the Premier now as to whether
we will be able to get the balance sheets
of the trading concerns before the House
rises. Two months have already expired
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since the close of the financial year, and
we are just about as mueh in the dark
as ever in connection with the operations
of these undertakings,

The PREMIER: In regard to the
question raised by the leader of the Op-
position the hon. member must appre-
ciate the faet that to comply with the
Trading Concerns Act it is not only
necessary fo prepare a balance sheet but
to have it audited by the Audit Depart-
ment.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
aundited by this time.

The PREMTER: Before the Trading
Coneerns Act was passed the Aundil De-
partment was not called upon to audit
these particular accounts, and the Audi-
tor General found it difficult to present
his report in time for hon, members to
peruse when considering the Estimates
about October, Under ordinary cireumn-
stances the Audit Department is fully
occupied in auditing the general aceounts
without ineluding the trading aceounts.
Before these accounts ean be touched,
balance sheels have to be prepared by the
departments concerned, and as the finan-
cial year does not elose until praetically
the middle of July, it is impossible to
have the Dbalance sheets ready for the
Auditor General in the period which has
expired so that they may be aadited and
presented to Parliament. There is really
not the nrgency to the extent that other
work should be set aside so that these
halanee sheeis might be aundited in order
to have them presented to Parliament im-
mediately after the close af ihe financial
yvear, I will, however, see that the de-
pariments concerned expedite the pre-
paration of the balance sheets in my own
interest as much as that of the hon. mem-
ber.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We have
had promiscs in regard to these balance
sheets sinee the trading concerns were
started, and we have also had promises
in regard to the general finances, and
we know how far they have been kept.
The question is one of having the posi-
tion put clearly before the country, so
that it might be discussed intelligently.
Private eompanies who carry on opera-

It should be
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tions of the magnitude of our trading
concerns are obliged to have their ae-
counts out within a couple of months
after the termination of the year,

The Premier: But they have only one
trading concern.

Hen, FRANK WILSON: I would
arge upon the Premier the desirability of
having these ac¢eounts audited in the pro-
per time, and if the Audit Department
are not able to do the work, we should
adopt busivess lines and have special
auditors appoeinted for lhe purpose. We
do not want to wait 12 months for the
audit of these accounis, The position
must be detrimental {o the Government,
because the cash returns cannot show the
true position of these huge undertakings,
and it is neeessary that the sharcholders,
the people who find the money, should
know how they stand.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T should have
liked to hear the Premier make a fuller
explanation in regard to the finances. Of
course, I recognise it is difficult for him
to do that just now, but T think it is
more imporiant that the trading accounts
should be audited than that ihe general
work of the Audit Depariment shounld
receive first attention. The frading con-
cerns have been going on for fwo or
three years, and the public are beginning
to bhecome anxious about {he result. I
liave already pointed out that this vast
expenditure of money has not found
employment for one additional man., The
steamships bave not emploved one more
man on the coast.

The Premier: What dbout the imple-
ment works, and what about the saw-
mills?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The sawmills
may be temporarily empleoving men, but
if the Premier had not eut the sleepers at
the sawmills they would have been cut
by hewers. The vast sum of money
which has been emploved in the State
enterprises might have been used in re-
produetive works, This is the time when
the Premier shonld make a fairly full
financial statement. Tt will be the last
opportunity we shall have of diseussing
the finanees in this session of Parlia-
ment, and the last oceasion the Premier
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will have of laking the public inte his
confidence. We know that the Govern-
ment have been putting off en.

Hon, W, C. Angwin {Honorary Min-
ister) : That is wrong,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We know that
in the agrienltural disirvicts and in the
Minister for Lands’ own electorate, they
have put off men. We know, too, that
the Agricultural Bank has only paid 50
per cent. of its obligations, but the
Premier declared that he would rectify
that as soon as possible. I hope to-day
that he will be able to tell us that this
has been dante. The Premier should take
us into his confidenee in regard to all
these matters. Tf there is one institution
that should meet ils obligations it is the
Agricultural Bank, and T enter my pro-
test against the manner in which the
Premier has dealt with this institulion.
Tf (he pavmenis had noft heen curtuiled
a good deal wounld have been done fteo
prevent the reduction of employment.
The Govermmenl inust keep men em-
ployed as far as possible, and so legislale
that work will not he affected in the
slightest degree. No man should be out
of employment if it is possihle to keep
him in employment. T.ong hefore there
was any hecessity to do so, the Govern-
ment put off many men,

The Premier: That is absolutely in-
correet.

Hon, W. (", Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister}: T can faney yon telling that varn
in the bush, but T will be hanged if vou
will he helieved here.

The Premier: You are a huge joke.

Hon., J. MITCHELL: The Premier
says it is a huge joke,

The Tremier: No, I s=aid you were a
huge joke.

Hon. J. MITCHLETL: The Pretuier
will have to angswer to the workers for
the trouble he has caused them, and to
the people of the country for his faulty
administration,

Mr, LANDER: T cannot agree with
the member for Northam when he has
the audacity to tell us that more men
have been out of emplovment sinee this
Government were in power than was the
case before. The very oppesite is the
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fact. The Labour Government gave the
farmers last year over £500,000, and how
much of it was paid baek? The Govern-
ment of which the member for Northam
was
£250,000, and he shook them up fo see
that nearly the whole of it was repaid.
It is all very well for the hon, member to
muke these bald statements, which he
knows are quite incorreet. A lot more
wen have beeu emiployed by this Govern-
ment than was ever the case befare. No
doubt it is the hon, member’s electioneer-
ing erv. The hon., member told the
people before the last general elections
that if the Labour Government were re-
turned 1o power the homes wonld he
taken from the workers. I may tell tlie
hon. member that we have not taken any
homes from them, and if he goes about
the eountry he will find that the Labour
party have given assistanee in every
possible way. T do not think many
setflers have been paid on the 50 per
cent, basis by the Agrienltural Bank. Tt
is ridiculous for the member for Northam
to raise such eries. .

The PREMIER: The hon, member for
Northam will always find me readv to
give him information that is available,
and is to the point. Naturaliy one would
expect thal the hon. gentleman, who was
on one oecasion Minister for Indusimes,
would know something about the indus-
tries and the expenditure of nublic funds
npon them, but the hon. member has
paid so much attention to his own affairs
of late that he has forgotten, and we
know that lis statements are absclutely
inaccurate.  As the lLon, member has
asked me to give him some information,
T will do so. The hon. member may not
know, but his leader will know, that it
is nol usnal to appear on the money
market for the purposes of raising loan
funds if that market is not considered
favourable at the moment, or when in
the opinion of our advisers in London
il is deemed advisable to hold off until
the market is helter. No one but the
hon. member for Northam, not even the
Kaiser himself, knew a month before
that war would be declared hetween
Britain and Germany, bat the hon. mem-

a member advanced the farmers
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ber is all knowing in these things, and
no doubt, although everybody else did not
know it, he knew it. Up to the moment
when war was declared, naturally we
carried on business under normal eon-
ditions. We underfook that the Agrienl-
tural Bank should he found money. We
had committed ourselves to an expendi-
tore of £600,000 for improvemenis on
ngrienltural lands and we deemed up to
that moment that we were in a position
to meet that and even further engage-
ments, We have had te depend within
recent years, due to various causes, on
loan funds to finance the Agricultural
Bank. The Agricultural Bank is after
all not a bank but a lending
institntion acting on behalf of the Trea-
sury, and it leaves a wrong impression
when people use the term that the Agri-
eultural Bank is not meeting its obliga-
tions. It appears to indicate thai the
bank is not meeting its obligations, but
that is not so. Recognising that the
Agricultural Bank has not funds of its
own to work on, which it will have in a
few vears Lime, due fo the actions of the
Labour Government, we have had to
depend on the funds available on loan
aceount. As I say, war was declared
verv snddenly between Germany and
Britain, which closed the money market
in London. When the war was declared
I was advised by the Agent General to
conserve our funds in this State, as none
eould be made available from that end.
Under ordinary circumstances, althongh
our position wag not very bright, we had
a fair amount of money in London still
we were always able to carry on with
(he assistanee of the London and West-
minster County Bank, bnt we were not
able to foresee that this erisis wonld
veeur, and we did not go on the market
as it is not usual to go on the market
before it is necessary and thus have a
lot of meney lying idle and not earning
anything, We kept off the market as
long as poasible, and our funds were not
as bright as they might have been. We
kad a certain amount of funds in cash
deposited at the various banks, and yet
the member for Northam suggests that,
in order to meet the undue demand of
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the moment of people runping inte the
Agricultural Bank with their certificates
and asking to be paid, to obtain, in many
cases, large quantities of stores to hold,
we shoold have parted with all the mo-
ney whicl was available, If the hon.
wember thinks that should have been
done, I view it from an entirely differ-
ent point of view. I recognise fully that
in not paying the full amount of the
certilicate we may cause some hardship,
but I gave an assurance that at the
carliest possible moment that I would
mwalke arrvangements to pay the whole
amonnt. These arrangements have heen
mnade and cowpleted. Whether the Ag-
ricultural Bank has the money available
at the moment I am not in a position to
say, but I have signed a receipt for the
notes T have purchased by having re-
tained a certain amount of money that

the member for Northam has said I°

should have handed over at once to the
farmers. In view of the faet that the
hon. member for Northam has asked me
to state the particulars as o the finances,
perhaps this would be the best oppor-
tunity to explain our position in econ-

nection with the earrying on of publie’

works, The hon. member for Northam
says there is no reason why we should
not employ every man who is out of
employment,

Hon. J. Mitehell :
the kind.

The PREMIER : The hon. member
said that no one should be out of work
it it is possible to find employment for
him,

Hon, J. Mitchell; That is a very dif-
ferent thing,

The PREMIER: Of course no one
should be ont of work if it is possible
to find employment for him, and no one
will be unemployed if it is possible to em-
ploy him, We have kept many men em-
ployved up to the present when it has not
paid us to do so. We have not taken
advantage, as some of the friends of the
hon. members opposite have done, of
poor helpless girls and reduced their
wages when they had been working for
employers on Government contracts. T

T said nothing of
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assert that other than om works that
were eompleted we have not dismissed
men. We have kept men on.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Do you say that in
all serionsness?

The PREMIER : 1In all seriousness.
Orders were issued by the Minister of
every department that no man was to be
put off because of slackness of work, anl
the enly men who were put off at all were
men on works which were completed,
and they wounld have heen pnt off in
ordinary eircumstances.

Hon. J. Mitehell : 1s that so?

The PREMIER : It is so and that is
all that has eccurred to-day, Let me
point out that so far as the implement
works are eonteroed, the manager two
weeks ago pointed out that work was
falling off and he suggested means of get-
ting over the difficulty. ‘What he sug-
gested I am not prepared to say just
now: it would not be desirable. T got
the departmental officers together and
discussed the difficulties and possibili-
ties of the future, to see if we could
arrive at some method of econtinuing
operations in all departments and also
perhaps find the ways and means of
absorbing some of the men who had been
thrown out of employment, due to other
works elosing. The first meeting of de-
partmental officers with their Ministerial
heads will be held to-morrow morning.
We are mecting the position as expedi-
tiously as possible. Hon. members must
recognise this fact, that we ean only
keep men employed so long as we can
find the money to pay the wages and the
salaries, Tt has been generally stated
and regularly reported that the Com-
monwealth were finding us, through their
note issne, all the money which we
require to eontinue all the publie
works at their enrrent volume. After
the conference of Premiers in Mel-
hourne, which I did not attend,
the general discussion and decision
in many eases was confidential and
secret, but they gave to the Press
a statement. That statement was drawn
up by the Hon, Mr. Kay, Honorary Min-
ister, Mr. Holman, the Premier of New
South Wales, and Mr. Hughes, ex-Attor-
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ney General, and in that statement the
three following paragraphs oeccurred:——

After exhaustive diseussion arrange-
ments were made which the conference
was satisfied will amply cope with the
sitnation.

The States all have large loan
obligations in the shape of public
works and developmental undertaliings,
and it was decided to do everything
possible to avoid the dislocation of in-
dustry that wmight be involved in the
stoppage or eurtailment of these ex-
penditures,

The econclusion arrived at by the
conference will allow, we helieve, with
adenuate eare, the Federal and State
public works to be maintained un-
inferruptedly. Arrangements were
made whieh will enable these to he
maintained at  their full current
volume,

If that does mean anything in English
it means that the conference arranged
with the Federal Treasurer to provide the
States with all the funds they required
to carry on public works at the full cur-
rent volume, that is the volume existing
at the moment, T never anticipated that
such wonld be the ease. I have never
believed at any time that sueh wounld he
the case. I recognise, as the Federal
Treasurer recognised, that we have under
existing condilions to be careful in the
way of expending the publie funds, and
that we should make every pound go as
far as possible, natirally enough, and
when T asked the departments, at the
request of the Federal Treasurer, to pro-
vide me with certain floures in conncetion
with the expenditure of last year, and
the like requirements for this vear, T
told the Under Treasurer to give the
Federal Treasurer all the particulars that
he required. As a matter of fact, T told
the Under Treasurer te open the Trea-
sury to the Federal Treasurer and let
him kuow exactly our position. The
Under Treasurer saw the Federal Trea-
surer and he knew the position as well
as T knew it, or as far as he desired.
The Federal Treasarer had asked me to
submit a full statement of our finanecial
position, the loan expenditure of last

[ASSEMBLY.]

year, and what we proposed for this
year. [ obtained these figures and sent
them over. I asked the departments to
recognise the present position and cut
down the amount to the lowest possible
figure. The requirements submiiled by
the departmenis amounted to £197,000 a
month, The loan expendilure last year
was £240,000 a month. [ am speaking
from memory, but T think I am correct.
Their  requirements were  certainly
£197,000 a month, I concluded in con-
ferenee with Ministers that we eould not
he expected to find such an amount in
the existing cireumstances, and that we
ought to cut it down to £130,000 per
month. But that did not include the
Sepltember month becanse we had so
many of the commitments that we could
not reduce it Dlelow £150,000. T sent
over all these figures to the Prime Min-
ister and the Federal Treasurer. When
the statement came to me officially signed
by the Prime Minister I immediately
telegraphed as follows:—

On first page official report of Pre-
miers’ conference prepared for DTress
three paragraphs appear commenging
“After exhaustive diseussion” and
concluding “maintained their full eur-
rent value.”

Those are the three paragraphs T have
already tead, The telegram eontinued—
Do we rightly understand from this
thal vou will guarantee sufficient notes
on the hasis agreed to to enahle us to
maintain public works developmental
undertakings of their full ecurrent
value. Qur wire to you on this
matter gives requirements of depart-
ments on the basis of considerable re-
duction on loan expeuditure which
means consequent reduction of avennes
of emplovment.
The faet is that we have nof the money
with whieh to pay the men, and you
cannot employ men without money to
pav them. T anticipated that when I
received an official report of the decisions
arrived at by the eonference that prob-
ably T might have been going to do an
injury to the State of Western Australia,
that perhaps T had been misinformed re-
earding the decisions arrived at, and that
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the other States wonld be able, with the
help of the Federal Treasurer, to keep
the publie works going, and I wanted this
Stafe fo come in on the same basis, I
did not want to cut down expenditure
upon public works if the other States
were not being compelled to do likewise.
Why should I consider matters from the
point of view of moderation as suggested,
unless the other States were put in the
same position? To put the matter right
1 felegraphed to the Prime Minister in
the direction T have already indicated,
pointing out definitely and distinetly that
a reduction of all loan expenditure meant
a consecuent reduction of avenues of em-
plovment. This is the reply T received—
Wilh reference to your telegram of
the 26th August consider the basis you
name 18 guite high enough and modera-
tion had better be observed. (Signed}
Joseph Cook.
Yet we have the spectacle of Federal
Treasurer Sir John Forrest sending a
wireless lelegram from the hoat off
Albany to the mayor of Albany inform-
ing him that he (Sir John Forrest) had
made arrangements to finance the harbour
improvements at Albany and asking him
for his support for himself and the Tih-
eral senalors.
Hon. J. Mitchell: They have given you
what vou asked for. :

The PREMIER: No, they have not.
We asked for what was suggested in the
conference. When the question was dis-
cussed with Sir John Forrest he held the
same view as we all held, namely, that
it was essential that we should ecurtail
our loan expenditure except in the Jdirec-
tion of reproducing something which
would be of value in the future, that we
could mnot be expected to go on with
publie works which would be necessary
under ordinary conditions where the
State was expanding, its popnlation in-
creaging, and ifs industries developing
in every way, becaunse {o-day they must
for a period at all events remain station-
ary until snch time as we get over the
crisis,. No one who is a business man
would ask us as business men fo go on
spending meoney upon public works at
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this juneture by which we would get our
finances into an even worse condition
than they are now. The general impres-
sion, however, amongst the public is thal
the Commonwealth Government have
advanced all the notes that we require,
but that is not so. Of course if the Fed-
eral Treasurer were to guarantee this 1
could go on with public works unninter-
ruptedly.

Hon. J. Mitcheli: You would buy more
steamers with the money.

" The PREMIER: "This is one of the
reasons why 1 opposed at the Premiers’
conferenee the proposal submitted by the
Federal Treasurer, that the Federal Gov-
ernment should take over econirol of
State debis and place them in ihe hands
of the Speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives, the Chief Justice of the Federal
High Court, and the Presideni of the
Senate, namely, three Federal officers.
1 opposed this because I feared fhat a
Government which was not sympathetic
to the Slate Governments might take con-
irol over the manner in which money was
(o be expended. And here we find is the
first proof of this, the first proof of
where the Federal Government have de-
finitely told us that we must moderate
our expenditure, They say that what I .
suggested was quite high enough and that
moderation had better be observed. As
I have said, T can only spend the money
that I have, and under existing ecircum-
stances T must depend upon the Federal
Treasurer if the public works of the
Siale are te be carried cut, But do not
forget that T have to finud 25 per cent, in
cash before I get these notes, I have
first of all {o find 25 per cent. in gold
and if T have not the cash available I can-
not find the gold. I then have to give
Treasury bills npon which I have to pay
4 per cent. What is the pesition? I deo
not ecare what the Government is that is
in power in the Federal Parliament,
but whilst T amn here as Treasurer of the
Stdte of Western Australia I am going
to demand a fair deal, I am going to tell
the people what this means. I anticipated
that T would require £132,000 per month
for the next 12 months, That, at all
evenis, is the figure to which I have ent
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down the expenditure, and that will mean
that I will have to give Treasury bills at
the rate of £132,000 a month for the next
12 months upon which 1 have to pay 4
per cenl, But it is the people of Lhe
State that will have to face this position,
and it will mean the provision hy them of
£60,000 a year to be placed under the
control of the Federal Treasurer. And
what has the Federal Treasurer done in
return? Al} that be has done for this is
to issue a bit of paper. He has to gel
from ihis Slate £60,000 per annum apd
the Federal Treasurer will not have to
return one single penny by way of ser-
vices rendered. I know perfectly well that
hon, members opposite will answer that
we would have 1o pay interest if we got
the money anywhere else. 1 would cer-
tainly have te pay interest on any money
that we borrowed, bul T want the position
of the State (o be appreciated in this
matter. They are only lending us a
limited amount, I am told in the first
place that what I asked for is quite high
enough, In the second place the Corn-
monwealth are merely taking advantage
of the Federal Note Act for the purpose
of inding money which does not cost any-
thing except the printing of the notes.
" Against that, however, this State will have
to pay £60,000 per annom. In a time
of crisis, such as the present, the Com-
monwealth Treasurer is going to get from
Western Australia £60,000 a year. In my
opinion the Commonwealth authorities
had no right to ask for gold payment be-
fore issuing any notes. The Federal
Government are placing the people of
Australia in their hour of trial on the
same footing as financial institntions,
banks and so on, that are carry-
ing on operations for the purpose of pro-
fit for their shareholders, and are in some
cases paying as high as 20 per cent. divi-
dends under normal conditions, and set-
ting aside as mueh as £600,000 in their
own businesses, .
Hon, Frank Wilson: Which ones¥
The PREMIER: 1 am not going to iu-
form the hon. member. And yet the
States, that is, the people of ithe States,
who, afier all, are the people of the Com-
monwealth, and not apart from each
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other—you cannot divide them, the peuple
of the Stales are the people of the Com-
monwealih—are going to be made by the
PFederal Govermment and in a crisis like
this to pay something like £60,000 per
annum for the aceommodation they are
providing by way of paper money. They
are going to do practically the same thing
wilh the banks who are almost on exactly
all fours with the people of the State,
Notwithstanding the statement which T
made to the Press on Friday lasi, persons
are slill asserting thal the Commonwealth
Treasurer has made arrangements to find
us all the money we reqnire by way of
noles to carry on the public works neces-
sary in the State. The statement, too, has
been made that Sir John Forrest was find-
ing us sufficient notes, not only to carry
on public works, but to enable the people
who were producing articles for export,
and who might be restricted at the present
time, to carry on their operations as they
did before, and that we would advance a
certain percentage of the value of the
product. I may say that no such thing
has ever happened.

Hon, J, Mitchell: It eannot happen
autil the Federal Parliament meets.

The PREMIER: But it has happened
to a limited extent already. Only on Fri-
day last T had to find £5,000 in gold to
vet £20.000 worth of notes back for it.
The hon, member says that it cannot oper-
ate.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Under Fisher's Act.

The PREMIER: The bon. member
talked about unemployment. KEven if it
were the case that the Federal Govern-
ment supplied all the notes we required
(he publiec works that wounld be ecarried on
mighl not account for all the men out of
work. A number of private firms, forin-
stance, have already discharged a num-
ber of their employees. As a matter of
faet we have to thank the Federal note
issue which was provided by the past
Federal Government.

Mr. B. J. Siubbs: Which was op-
posed tooth and nail by the Liberals.

The PREMIER: And the Common-
weallh Bank has also rendered great as-
sistanee in this erisis, and just as the Lab-
our Government was responsible for the
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Federal note issue, so was a Labour Gov-
ernment responsible for the Common-
wealth Bank. Both, however, were op-
posed by the Liberals. There are financial
men in this State who have withdrawn
their aceounts from private banks and
placed them in the hands of the Common-
wealth Bank during the last fortnight.
Many of these are Liberals too, men who
had opposed the establishment of the
Commonwealth Bank. So mueb for
the financial position. I am of
opinion that the position is one that has
been fairly and squarely faced, Unless
we had known what apparently the hon.
member for Northam {Hon, J. Mitchell}
knew—that the Kaiser would declare war
againsi Eungland—unless, 1 say, we had
had that great foresight, we could noi
under  ordinary eircumstances have
adopled any other attitude, I am serions
in saying that 1T warrant the cash avail-
able under leans and other accounts to-
day is greater than it was three years ago
at this particular time of the year.

Hon, J. Mitehell : Why are you sacking
men, then?

The PREMIER: 1 am not sacking men,

Hon, J. Miichell: You are stopping
works.

The PREM1ER : Let me point out that
the cash available, as I have said, is
greater to-day lhan it was at Lhis time
three years ago.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How much have
you got to-day?

The PREMIER: I am not going to
publicly inform the hon. member, I
could, however, inform him if he will
call at my olfice.

Hon, Frank Wilson: I do not think
you can have more to-day.

The PREMIER : 1 have quite sufficient
and, as I say, we have more funds than
we had three yvears ago.

Hon, J. Mitchell: Where do you get
your deficit from?

The PREMIER: Never mind that for
the moment.

Mr. Harper: What about your having
given instructions to put men on half
time?

The PREMIER: The hon. member
would probably put men on full time and
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pay nothing for their labour if he had
his way, We are determined that the
posilion shall be faced as it ought to be
faced in order to spread ihe burden
which has to be earried by the community
over as great an area as possible.
1t is not fair to allow one small section of
the community, or a few individuals to
carry the whole burden, and be on the
verge of starvation, while others are
probably flourishing, as under ordin-
ary conditions. Coning to the question
of employment, it could not be expected
that we could go on finding new avenues
of employment until we knew our finan-
ces were in a sound position. Until the
arrangement was made, we were not
warranted in spending all our available
cash, becanse 1 was able to learn from
Sir John Forrest that the most they counld
do was what they did, and that I would
have to have the cash available in order
to obiain the notes from the Common-
wealth Treasurer. T conserved as mueh
cash as possible Lo that end, and I shall
be able to carry on quite satisfaetorily,
and have already made provision for the
Agricultural Bank, The hon member for
Northam suid that, nolwithstanding the
expenditure of loan funds during the
last three years, we have not found a
single fresh avenue of employment,

Mr. He knew that
wrong.

The PREMIER : In the three years
we lave absorbed 21,000, or more, immi-
grants, That weans there must be more
avennes of emplovment. There was more
emplovment on the lst August, before
the declaration of way, than fthre: years
ago, notwithstanding that our population
bad inereased to that extent,

Hon, J. Mitehell :  What about the
trading eoncerns ?

The PREMIER : Foremost among
the trading eoncerns which are finding
additional employment is the implement
works,

L.ander : was

Hon. J. Mitchell: How many men are
emploved there?

The PREMIER : Between 500 and
600 and the employment in other firms
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has not been reduced by one per eent,
as a vesult of the starting of those works,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): No implemenis were made here
previously.

The PREMIER : The hon. member for
Northam, rather than subscribe to State
socialism, would prefer to send the
money to America or Vietoria, even
though it were proved that the im-
plements could bhe manufaetiured here
by our own workmen at less cost
te the farmer. Rather than sub-
scribe  to  anything of the kind he
would cause lhe farmer to pay more
and allow Lis own men to stand idle and
send the money to Vietoria or Amerieca,
And what have we done in connection
with sawmills? The only new mill we have
erected, except a litlle spot mill, has been
in our virgin karri forest, which was
previously untouched, though unfortu-
nately a great deal of it was cut away
when the lion. member for Northam was
Minister for Lands; it was ring-barked
and killed. A forest ranger told me that
one of the most disgraceful acls that any
Minister ever perpetrated in Western
Australia was that of the hon. member
for Northam when he gave this karri
away eontrary to his recommendation.

Eon. J. Mitehell : Who was that?

The PREMIER : T wiil not give his
naine,

Hon. J, Mitehell: It is not true.

The PREMIER : T assure the hon.
member it is trne. That sawmill has been
put in the virgin forest and there will
be anything from 300 to 1,000 men em-
ploved. 1s not that a new avenue of
empioyment?

Hon. J. Mitchell : To supply sleepers
that could have been hewn !

The PREMIER : They could not
have heen hewn. There were more

sleeper hewers operating oun the 1st Aug-
ust than previously in the history of the
State, notwithstanding that we had a
saw mill employing 500 men cutfing
sleepers in the karri forest. Not only
is emplovment thus found for 500 men,
but additional employment is found for
railway men, [umpers and ship men.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. B. J. Stubbs:
new town,

The PREMIER : Yes, and the hon.
member for Northam heard of it when
there was some talk of eancelling the
contract. The Liberal organisation in
the South-West sent up resolutions to
our friends opposite informing them
that if this contraect was eancelled and
a new one entered into by the State
Government, it would mean ruination to
many Liberal supporters,

Mr. Bollon : Yet the contract was
caneelled,

The PREMIER : Yes. The hon. mem-
ber said Stlate steamers do not make new
avenues of employment. I say they do.
Perhaps the sieamers ihemselves have
not done so, but we have been bringing
down cattle from a portion of the North-
West which the shipping companies
would not touch.

Hon. J. Mitelhell: From the Northern
Territory, the Bovril Company.

The PREMIER : I am talking of a
portion of the North-West of this State
whence, prior to State steamers being
put on, the totul number brought down
was about GO0 cattle, and this year we
have bought down 6,000 head. Is not
that a new avenue of employment? The
hon, membher says that brickworks are
not providing extra employment. Prior
to the outbreak of ihe war there was
such a demand for bricks that it ex-
ceeded the supply. The trade naturally
has slackened off at present, bub prior
to the Ist August some of our publie
works were actually held up because the
briekyards conld mnet supply brieks,
Even if they had heen able to do so, the
price was so high that building was re-
tarded. Therefore, the State briekworks
provided new avenues of employment in
the building trade generally. Perbhaps
the one exception of which the hon. mem-
ber may hoast is the milk supply, and
that, I say with some degree of pleasure,
has found less employment. There has
been less need for the undertaker than
previously, and this avenue of employ-
ment has heen lessened. Does the hon.
member gloat about that%? This is the
one exception and T am proud of it. This

It established a
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i\s the only State econcern which the hon.
member can prove has not produced new
avenues of employment.

Hon. JJ. Mitchell : I never mentioned
it.

The PREMIER : We do not require
the same number of doctors and nurses
to attend to the children as we did pre-
viously, and we do not need the same
number of inspectors to eateh milkmen
wheo used to supply impure and adulter-
ated milk to the Children’s hospital,
where the children had to take whatever
milk was provided for them. T regret
that it has been necessary to speak in
this tone, but the hon. member has taken
this opportunity, when T was to some ex-
tent disarmed, to draw attention to what
he deseribed as the mess we made of the
finaneces, and to earry on the same kind
of argument in which he indulges in the
country when there are no Press re-
poriers about; for instance, when he
goes to that favourite spot of his, Jenna-
pullen.

Hon, J. Mitcheli: That contains the
usual amount of truth of your state-
ments,

The PREMIER: Yes. the correct
amount, and T am sorry the hon. mem-
ber is disappointed that e did not cateh
me napping, as he thought he would do.
T am prepared to carry on publie works
to their full cwrrent volume, in accord-
anee with the decision of the conference.
if Sir Joln Torrest, as Federal Treas-
urer, is prepared lo find all the notes T
require, and I will pay four per cent.
interest on the paper., He can make the
profit; I will transfer to the Common-
weallh £60,000 a yvear and will not com-
plain, 1t is pretly cheap money but the
eost of providing it is nothing; after all
it is only notes and I have to provide 23
per cent. in gold before T can get that
mueh,

Mr. Thomas: Do you pay interest en
the 25 per ecent.?

The PREMIER: Oh no. If there is
any canse to complain in regard to the
slackening of publie works I am not pre-
pared to take the responsibility for it.
T say again, that if Sir John Forrest
will give me an wndertaking that he will
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provide all the notes I require to carry
on the Albany harbour improvements, as
he asserts by his wireless message to
eateh votes, the Bunbuary, Geraldton, and
Fremantle barbour improvements, the
construction of railways, and other work
so essential to the progress of this State,
and also the eapital for ihe Agricultural
Bank, I will do my part to earry on
those works. But I decline to sit down
quietly and allow these statements to be
made and repeated in all corners of the
State, whereby it is sought to shift the re-
sponsibilily from the shoulders on which
it should rest on lo mine. 1f I controlled
the note issue, I would aceept the respon-
sibility for any action I took, but I will
not aecepl it when someone else controls
that issue, and when I am told, as by the
Prime Minister, thal T must exercise
moderation; that the figure I stated was
high enough.

Hon. J. Mitchell :

The PREMIER: I have no doubt the
matter will be adjusted all right after
Saturday next. We have met the posi-
tion fairly and squavely and done the
right thing by conserving the cash we
had until this matter was adjusted, and
T am prepared to carry on publie works
and find new avenues of employment if
the Commonwealth will do their daty by
providing os with the necessary notes.

Hon. FRANIK WILSON: A remark
wag made that the German Kaiser had
wone off pop. T think the Premier has
xone off pop this afternoon and I do not
think he had as much justifieation as the
Kaiser for going off pop. T regret that
the Premier thought it necessary to in-
dulge in n tirnde of abuse because the
hon. member for Northam has dared to
emphasise the position n regard to the
Agricultural Bank, and in listening to
the Premier T have heen alarmed at the
numbers of instanees in which he has
lwisted and lurned the hon, member’s
observations to suit his own arguments.
Under present conditions we ought to be
able to depend somewhat upon our own
tesonrees in Western Australia, and
shonld mnot find it necessary always to
lean up against the other fellow, The
one idca seems (o be to lean on the Fed-

Tt was good advice.
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eral Government; that everything we re-
guire in Western Australia, hecanse of
this unfortunate war, should be done by
the Federal Government.

Mr. Harper: They always blame the
other fellow,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1 do not
agree with that poliey, and T take excep-
tion Lo the siatements which have been
maile in regard to the provision which
has been meted out to Western Australia,
together with the other States, as being
something in the shape of robbery,
whereas, after all is said and done, it is
something in the shape of ordinary
finance., The Premier seems to be highly
indignant and has opened the vials of
his wralh and condemned all and sundry;
and Sir John Forvest, if he hears of
this, ought to feel very small, But why?
Because the Federal Government, in con-
ference with the State [reasurers and
Premiers, including Labour representa-
tives, devised a scheme to assist the dif-
ferent States.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : How many were there?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The report
quoted by the Premier bore the signa-
tures of Mr. Hughes and Mr. Holman.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : That was adopted at the old eon-
ference.

Hon. FRANK WILSON:
Honorary Minister keep guiet?

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) ; I was just putting you right.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Well,
please keep quiet. Here is a report ac-
quiesced in by members of the Govern-
ment, and two leading Labour politicians
of Australia. They have rendered it to
the newspapers as a satisfactory solution
of the difficulty, yei it is now trotied out
as an injury to Western Australia. Of
course the Iederal Government have to
receive some securily for their loans to
the State. Under the Noles Aect they are
bound to have at least 25 per cent. of
gold reserve, and that is the very least
they can demand from anyone they are
assisting, They must have 25 per cent.
gold reserve.

Will the
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The Premier: No¢, you are wrong.
They must have 100 per ecent.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, 25 per
cent. up to a certain figure, and par
above that.

The TPremier:
above that.

Hone. FRANK WILSON: Yet it is an
injustice hecanse we are asked to provide
any gold whatever, and if the Federal
Treasarer will guaraniee to issue notes
ad lib, we are prepared to carry on and
spend those notes. The member for
Bunbury emphasises the point which the
Premier complained about this after-
noon, namely, ihat they are getting four
per cent, for (he balance of Treasury
hills that are issued in exchange for the
notes, less the pound that has been paid
in gold.

Mr. Thomas:

Well, they have got

It is the nearest thing

to Shylock I have ever met. They are
charging interest for nothing.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: And the

notes can he presented at the bank to-
morrow and he paid. It is pay on de-
mand.

Mr, Thomas: They cannot pay on de-
mand.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They take
the responsibility of paying on demand
every note they issue, and so far as we
are councerned we get something we can
nse, which is legal tender, and must be
accepted by the people.

The Premier: They protecl themselves
by demanding a Treasury hill from me at
12 months’ eurrency, which I must meet.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Of course.
All the trend of the hon. member’s argn-
ment is that he must be loaned as much
money as he wants, and that without
security. The thing is insufferable.

The Premier: What I assert is that we
are finding 23 per cent. in gold and 75
per ecent, in Treasury hills, which the
people of the State are pledged to meet.
That is the position,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of course,
and the Federal Government have to pay
gold for that 75 per cent. in notes directly
they are presented, on demand, .

Mr. Bolton: Then they destroy the
Treasury bills.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: Is that any
reason why we should get off? If so,
what a beantiful scheme of finance! We
can pay for all our publie works in notes,
and pay no interest at all. That is the
Premier’s scheme. It would be a happy
position fer any Treasnrer, We cannot
get away from our responsibilities.

Mr. Thomas: They are getting interest
on money which they have never supplied.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They are
getting interest on a promise fo pay on
demand, which they must supply; and
the Premier is getting a negotiable docu-
ment, which is as good as gold to him.
Let us finish these childish complaints
ahout the attitude of the Federal authori-
ties.

Mr. Dwyer: The Federal Treasurer is
on a good wicket,

Hon. FRANEK WILSON: Nothing of
the sort. He will be on a very poor
wicket when the notes come in. We have
an attack made on the notes, and one
cannot rise to discuss this without being
told that Mr. Fisher’s Note Bill was op-
posed by the Liberals. The Liberals never
opposed il, They opposed a reduction in
the gold reserve, and it has been a God-
send to Awustralia and Western Australia
in partienlar that we have Sir John For-
rest as Treasurer.

The Premier: e made me
£500,000 to Melbourne.

The CHAIRMAN. I must ask hon.
wembers Lo cease these interjections which
have been so persistently indulged in dur-
ing the hon. member’s remarks.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The whole
question is in a nut-shell. Tt is a question
of finance. The Premier is being financed,
the same as the other Stale Premiers, and
yet we have a round of complaints. I do
not think it is fair at all. We get helped
over a hard time, and we onght gratefully
to acknowledge it without casting any
blame on the people who are lending us
the assistance.  The Premier has been
complaining that he would not get sufi-
cient to carry out his publie works to the
fullest extent. FHe complains of the re-
port drawn up partially by Mr. Hughes
and Mr. Holman, and given to the Press,
in which they state that the conference
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had agreed to some scheme which would
enable the States to carry on to the full
current volume. The Premier has ad-
mitted that the request he made to the
Federal Government was for £130,000 per
month. He took the very obvious and
proper course of any Treasurer in times
of stress to make his estimale as small as
he could. He cut it down, and I think it
is a good thing be has taken such steps.
We cannot espect to go on at full top
speed in troublovs times like these, and
I venture to think that if we had the
figures of the Eastern States and their
demands on the Federal Treasnrer we
would find that not only have they taken
the same steps to reduce the amounts for
which they were asking, but that also
they were not getting anything like up to
the full limits they required,

Mr. Foley: Then why does your leader
use it as an eleetion ery?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: They ure
carrying on everything that has been

asked for. The Premier got all he asked
for.
Mr. Folev: What is the meaning of

the word “normal”?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Used in
conneetion with expenditure I should say
it meant ordinary expenditure.

The Premier: What is the meaning of
the wires to the Mayor of Albany¥

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I under-
stand the Premier wired to the Mayor of
Albany and said the money would be
found for the Albany harbour works. I
presume the harbour works were in the
sehedule which he put before the Federal
Treasurer, and therefore he concluded
those works would be ecarried on. Has
not the Federal Treasurer the right to
say he has arranged to finance Western
Australia’s demands as presented by the
State Premier, seeing that he has done
so? What is all the carping criticism
about? It is absurd, it is childish, and
moreover it is unfair, to blame those who
are irying to assist us fo the fullest ex-
tent.

Mr. Dwyer: Why should he praise his
own generosity?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: He bas not
done so. He bas taken credit for being
able to look after Western Australia, and
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if the hon. member lives to the same ripe
old age as Sir John Forrest and can then
point to having done for Western Aus-
iralia one-tenth of what Sir John Forrest
has done, I will give him all the credit
wlich T am attempting to give Sir John
Forrest to-day.

The Premier: No, you would not.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Such &
denial carries no weight. Now, we have
the Premier’s lame explanation in regard
to the Agricultural Bank. Of course he
has large commitments, some £600,000,
which have to be met as the work is
carried out and eompleted. He puts the
blame en the money market having failed.
No doubt it has to carry a lot of blame.
If one cannot borrow money one canuot
pay, but I do not think it was a wise
action to stop 50 per cent. after under-
taking to pay, especially when the Trea-
surer had the money in his hands at the
time; and now £3,000 has been put up in
golden sovereigns, making a total of
£20,000. And we must remember that it
does not matter whether it is in the
Agricultural Bank or a loan office.
The name of the institution does not
malter, If we approach repudia-
tion it matters very mmuch indeed. If
T give a man my cheque for £100 and
the money is lying at my bankers, and I
instruet my bankers to pay only £50 1
am repudiating. Tf the bankers on *heir
own behalf when the cheque is presented
say, “We can only pay £50 of that £100”
it is repudiation. and something worse,
We require fo keep our engagements.
Let us not inenr fresh liabilites, or if
we do, lef them be on such terms thal
we can finance them; but for goodness’
sake, when we have once made an en-
gagement that we will pay under certain
conditions, when those conditions are
fulfilled let us see that the money is naid,
and fake all the risk of being short,
which apparently is the excuse of the
Premier.

The Premier: What would you do with
the institation that did not keep its bar-
gains?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I would
lake very striet measnres against a
bhanker who dishonoured my cheque and
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said he would only pay £50 when he had
£100 lying there. The Premier says it
was an undue demand made by a rush
of certifieate holders. I cannot imagine
such a posilion. Tf the certificates were
due they would be granted; if the work
had nolt been completed the certificates
would not be due, and therefore not
granted. And once they are issued they
are just like cheques. The man who has
a certificate on the Agrienltural Bank
considers it as good as a cheque on any
finaneial institution. But if such a man
on presenting his certificate is met with
the ealm reply that he is only to be per-
mitted to receive 5{ per cent. of the
amount, it iz unfortunate in the extreme.
I refrained from commenting on this be-
canse | did not wish to create anything
in the nature of a scare in Western Aus-
tralia on the subject. The other night
1 asked the Premier to make a statement
in this conneclion, and I am glad he did
make it, that the halance of these certifi-
cates would be paid as soon as possible.
I am happier still to have heard bim
state to-night that he will be able to pay
the balance very scon. A base charge
has been made that the champions of the
member for Northam {Hon. J. Mitchell)
were reducing the wages of girl em-
plovees. Let me state at once that we on
this side have no champions of that de-
seription, anad that sueh people do not
get any sympathy from us, Employers
who will frent any employee—man or
woman, hoy or girl—unfairly receive no
svimpathy from us whatever. There is
no reason for casting such offensive re-
marks across the Chamber. We on this
side are not any more responsible for
such people than the Premier is.

Mr. Foley: Did not the hon. member
the other night blame members on the
Government side for the Yonanmi
trouble? )

Hon, FRANK WILSON: T blamed
the unions.

Mr. Foley: Well, we blame your
union,

The Premier: Hear, hear!

Hon, FRANK WILSON : We have

not any union, Does not the hou. mer1-
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ber interjecting support the Youanmi
aetion, and has he not supported it all
along in this Chamber? When he hears
me supporting such action as the 1’re-
mier has described this afternoon, then
{he hon. member can attack me for it

Mr. TFoley: You did support sueh
action last year, and yon were lucky that
it did not get into print.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
enters inte a somewhat detailed account
of his trading concerns, He makes wild
statemenls that the State Implement
‘Works, which are employing some 400
ot 50 hands, bave opened up a new
avenue of employment. I want to say,
however, that I do not think those works
have opened up any new avenue of em-
ployment. The Government have trans-
ferred to that undertaking, or so T under-
stand, all the repairs of ihe Harbour
Works, They have transferred to
Rocky Bay establishment work which wus
formerly given to private concerns, such
as Metters’ works. I may point to the
huge works which the firm of Metters
erected at Subiaco, and which are stand-
ing idle to-day in consequence of the
starting of the State Implement Works.
Tn this conneetion I 1nay also remark
that the Government absorbed a small es-
tablishment at Vietoria Park which had
already entered on the manufacture of
agricultural implements.

Mr. McLeod: At what price?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am argu-
ing ahout the question of employment,
If the implement works at Rocky Bay
tiad not eommenced operations, Meiters’
works at Subiaco would be in full swing,
and so probably would be the works at
Victorin Park. The demand would have
heen met,

Mr. McLeod: Yes; from the Eastern
Btates and America.

Hon, FRANK TWILSON: The State
is still getting agrieultural implements
from the Eastern States and America,
just ns fast as before. Then we have the
saw mills trotted out hy the Premier as a
great avenue of employment. Itisa great
avenue of emplovment, but one trans-
ferred from private hands to the Govern-

the -
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ment, The Premter knows very well that
the (Government were approached by
Millars” Company with an application
for a tract of karri land, so that that
company might tender for the Federal
sleeper contract. Undoubtedly Millars’
could have been successful in obtaining a
portion of the econtract. However, the
poliey of the Government was to do the
work themselves, Rightly or wrongly,
that was their policy, and they have ear-
ried it out, In a few years, I think, it will
be found that the expenditure at the State
karri mills, especially in connection with
the powellising plant, will not he satis-
factory, and that the propesition will not
be a payable one. That is my impression,
Still, on the argument of avenues of em-
ployment, as long as the demand is
there and the State has citizens prepared
to meet Lhe demand il makes no difference
from the point of view of employment
whether the Government be the employer
or private capitalists go in and invest
their money,

Mr. McLeod: But it makes a good deal -
of difference to the employee,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: It does not,
Otherwige, how 15 it we find the sleeper
liewers leaving the employ of the Govern-
ment? Again, we have the strange argu-
weni that the State steamers have opened
up a fresh avenue of employment indi-
vectly, beeause they are bringing down
cattle from ports not previously tapped
by cattle sleamers, Bul does it not appeal
to hon. members that the number of caitle
bronght down is controlled by the de-
mands of the market, by the law of sup-
ply and demand? Plainly, it is no use
bringing down more cattle than the people
can eonsume.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: The supply is never
curtailed to raise the price, is it?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The priee of
meat has never been higher in the history
of Western Australia than it has been
since the Government have been running
cattle steamers. The effect of the action
of the Government in going into the mar-
ket as a buyer has been to increase the
price rather than to decrease it, In
making these remarks I am simply an-
swering the argument of the Premier,
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becanse he went on to this aspect of the
matter and the other side of it wants
loaking into,

The Premier: Be fair.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I am trying
to be fair. The history of the brickworks
has been sad in the extreme, We have
been trying to eonstruct brickworks for
the last two years, and I do not think
that a private order has been executed by
those works up to this day. Two years
is lime enough lo build half a dozen brick
works, Had I been constructing those
briekworks, I would have sacked the mau-
ager and a good many otkers if the works
had not been in operation twelve months
ago. Then there is the milk supply.
What is the good of talking about the
Government milk supply? The milk- of
the Government is not guaranteed to be
any better than that provided by private
suppliers properly looked after by Lhe
(Government inspectors, and it must not
be forgotten that just the other day dis-
eased cows were found at the State dairy
farm,

Mr. MeLeod: But they were desirvoyed.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Yes; and
they would have been destroyed if found
on private dairies.

Mr, Elliott: The Government milk sup-
ply had a bad effeet on the Children’s
Hospital,

The Premier: You ought to be ashamed

of yourself, to sit there and say that.
" Hon. FRANK WILSON: T think the
whole debate is regrettable. When a little
mild eriticism is indulged in from this
side, the Premier takes the first oppor-
tunity of flaring up like a toreh. He hits
out right and left regardless of the meas-
ure we are diseussing and regardless, T
am sorry to think, to a large extent of the
resonsibility of his high office. 1 hope
the Premier will devote his magnificent
talents to controlling the finances of tha
State, to working in with those who are
assisting us over a very parlous time in-
deed, to giving them a little considera-
tion, as he is always first and foremost
to demand consideration at their hands.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: There is one
point which wants clearing up.  This
State has borrowed before from the funds
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obtained through note issue, That was
done in the previous Government’s time.
We paid interest on the money borrowed
then, and the Premier knows that, Sir
John Forrest is not making any new de-
parture in eharging interest on the money
which is being borrowed now.

The Premier: That money was paid in
wold.

Hon. J. M1TCHELL: 1t was not paid
in gold. It was placed to the credit of
the Premier at the banks,

The Premier: 1t was gold. They eouid
only lend gold.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: 1t was paid into
the banks to the credit of the Premier,

"The Premier: Yes; of course it was.

Hon. J, MI'TCHELL: And that is jus!
what will happen now,

The Premier: This is an enlirely dif-
ferent proposition.

Hen. J. MITCHELL: The gold was
placed to the eredit of the Premier, just
as the notes will now be placed to his
eredit. Sir John Forrest is doing just
what Mr. Fisher did. Sir John Forrest
is treating us in exactly the same way.
We are to pay for the money we horrow.
What 1 want ihe people to realise is that
we are paying no more than before, that
we are paying just the same, and that the
money is coming from exactly the same
souree, and also that we are only paying
on 75 per cent. of the amount of the
notes. My friend the member for Bun-
bury (Mr. Thotnas) said we are paying
4 per eent. on the full amount of the
notes received,

Hon. W. C, Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): I do not think so.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I think he did.
However, we are paying only on 75 per
cent. Now, the Premier says the moncy
costs nothing; but it eosts something. To
1ssue notes eosts from 1 per cent. to 114
per cent., and there is some responsibility
in connection with them. In asking 4 per
cent. Sir John Forrest is doing what Mr.
Fisher did.

The Premier: He iz doing what Mr.
Fisher made it possible for him to do.

Hon. 7. MITCHELL: Mr, Fisher, »f
course, determined to have a Common-
wealth note issne. By that he did an
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immense amount of harm at the time,
because the effect was to draw an immense
amount of money out of circulation.

The Premier: That iz why you op-
posed it.

Hon, J. MITCHELL:
portunity of opposing it.

The Premier: I heard you eppose it in
ihis Chamber,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am ex-
tremely pleased that Sir John Forrest
had sofficient foresight to build up a de-
cent reserve of gold, a thing Mr. Fisher
did not think necessary.

The Premier; How does that affect
the position? 8ir John Forrest is not
lending us the gold he has stored up.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: 1If the Pre-
mier does not understand that one can-
not have a paper currency without a
stock of gold, it is no use my attempi-
ing to explain the matter to him. I am
pleased to have heard the manner in
which my leader dealt with the guestion
of employment. As regards the imple-
went works, let me tell the Premier that
within four months of this year Western
Australia imported £46,000 worth of ma-
chinery from the Eastern States. Dur-
ing the whole of last year Western Aus-
tralia imported only £170,000 worth of
agricultural implements from the East-
ern States. Further, the import from the
old ecountry will not be stayed.

I had no op-

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: We were dis-
cussing the mumber of men employed at
the implement works and I was pointing
out that, notwitbstanding the establish-
ment of those works we had imported
£46,000 worth of machinery from the
Eastern Stales last year in addition to
what was imported from oversea. I be-
lieve those works will find employment
for men not otherwise employed in West-
ern Australia, but it is absurd to say
that these 500 men are employed on the
manufacture of implements. This es-
tablishment is engaged on other works.
It is comforting to know, however, that
in this one venture of all the trading con-
cerns, there is a chance of employing
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men who are not otherwise provided for.
Notwitbstanding the remarks of the Pre-
mier the banks of Australia were never
in a stronger postion than they are to-
day. Last year they improved their
position by something like 10 millions,
and iu addition, the position of the ae-
counis jmproved by something like 10
milliens, and the gold reserve increased
by six millions, a record for Australia.
1f we can export timber, wheat, and
wool and the produect of the men en-
gaged in primary production, we shall
be in a good position, but unfortunately
wool is not worth anything like what il
was, 1ts value this year will probably
be 10 millions less than we would have
got for the same quantity last year.

The Premier: Tt is noi likely lo re-
main at the present price.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Instead of get-
ting 23 millions as we did last year, we
shall probably get 15 millions, and that
will be a serious blow to the people.
There 15 no need to fear if the Premier
can get money to pay wages to men em-
ployed in building railways and other
nseful works so easily. If Sir John
Forrest can find the money for the works
the Premier would carry out, this coun-
try is fortunate in having Sir John
Forrest as the Federal Treasurer. T is
fortunafe that the Federal Government
have been able to give the Premier what
he asked for.

The Premier :
ply vet.

Hon. J. MITCHELYL : The Premier
has had a reply, for he said he put np
£5,000 and got £20,000 for it. However,
it 18 no use prolonging the disenssion. I
thought that this would be the lasi op-
portunity of sounding a note of warning.
This was necessary, It is useless for
the Premier to say that the payment of
50 per cent. by the Agricultural Bank
has not worked some hardship.

The Premier: I did not say that; T
said i would.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The finances
of the gountry will need to be very seri-
ously watehed, and if that is done there
need be no trouble. When men are em-

T have not had a re-
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ployed they must be paid, and it is
possible to employ them here and to pay
them. When it is a matter of finances,
it is just a question of merely capable
handling. In good times you can build
up a defieit and take it out of loan
money, and when you have not loan
moneys to dip into, the position becomes
serious. Month after month, before the
war was thought of, we went to the bad
and the Premier dipped into the loan
resources.

The Premier :
that?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Premier is.
He has more and is doing less with it.
It is just a matter of management; good
management on the part of the leader
of the Opposition when he was in power,
and bad management from my friends
opposite. The leader of the Opposition
does not want the Premier found fault
with, and he does not want the Premier’s
Administration wnduly critieised - just
now, I promise the Treasurer in con-
nection with the matter of finance that
whenever the opportunity offers about
the eountry [ shall refer to it. Too often
the Premier has taken an unfair advant-
age of his position to attack the Gov-
erniment that went hefore. He is always
at it.

The Premier : I am entitled to use
all peints available just as you do.

Hon. J. MITCHFLL : Senator Pearee
“said  ‘‘Government is finance’’  The
people of the country say Government
is finance, and we want the country to
be financed wisely and well.

The PREMIER: I regret the tone of
the debale this evening. The hon. mem-
ber for Northam must be held responsible
hecause he can hardly expect me to sit
here and allow him to make (he statements
we have heard and to repeat them. I do
not take much notice of his remarks in
remote places like Jennapullen, ete.

Hon. J. Mitchell : Jennapullen is a very
important place.

The PREMIER: It is trne from a poli-
tical pomnt of view for the hon, member,
I will admit, but when the hen. member
comes into this House and makes state-
ments as he has made abonut financial

Who is responsible for
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bungling, T am entitled to put my point
of view forward, and if necessary make
comparisons between the financing of the
present Government and that of the pre-
vious (fovernment. 1 agree that Govern-
ment is finance. That s how we have been
operaling for the last three years, We
eonld have accomplished nothing if we
had financed on the same lines as our
friends opposite. I knew well that owr
friends opposite, with the aid of another
plaee, would preveni us financing in the
direetion we wanted to do, that is in
the direction of introducing reform.
Hon., J. Mitchell: Taxation,

The PREMIER: I was able to fore-
see at the outset what was going to hap-
pen with the finanees. We had not been
in office more than (wo months before
we recognised thatl less than 9s, was not
a living wage for a man with a family.
When our friends opposite contralled the
inances they controlled them in such a
way that they conld always show a slight
margin, either a deficit or a surplus, s0
as to be able to reply to the artisans
when a request was made for a living
wage, that the finances would not allow
it to he given. We admit having de-
liberalely paid men a living wage and we
would do the same again to-morrow, and
if T cannot get the assistance of our
friends opposite to obtain the money
with which to pay a living wage, I will
not worry.

Tlou. J. Mitehell: Tt is the expendi-
ture on molor cars that we object to.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
talks about motor cars; that is about as
paitry a thing as could be expecled from
the lon, member,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Cannot youn dry
up; you have had a eut already.

The PREMIER: T am going to reply
to the eriticism of ihe member for Nor-
tham.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Then I will reply
again.

The PREMIER: T am not going to
wag the leader of the Opposition; I am
only replying simply because the mem-
her for Northam is not under the con-
trol of the leader of the Opposition, If
the leader of the Opposition likes to
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allow the member for Northam Lo get
out of his control, it is no use looking to
me for assistance.

Hon, Frank Wilson: You ought to
learn to control yourself; never mind
about him.

The PREMIER: Am I supposed to
sit here and allow the member for Nor-
tham (o act as spokesman for the leader
of the Opposition in order to cover up
his tracks and be able to say that the
leader of the Opposition did not un-
fairly criticise the Govermment and then
try io make the people believe that they
did not know exactly what the Govern-
ment were doing? 1 have repeated that
I can close up any financial year with a
magnificent surplus by financing as our
friends opposite have done, that is by
refusing fo give a living wage, or by
declining or reducing subsidies to local
authorities or transferring revenue ex-
penditure to loan.

Hon. Frank Wilson: e never &id
that; we always paid a living wage.

The PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition ent down subsidies to hos-
pitals.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The hospitals
were hefter catered for than they are
now,

The PREMIER: Or by making the
helpless in ihe community less helpful.
The position is easy enough. Finance is
Government, it is lrue, but that is the
difference belween the operations of the
two parties,

Ion. Frank Wilson: Tt is absolutely
impossible for the Premier to finance,

The PREMIER: The hon. member
says so: not on the lines he suggests or
expects us to, T eanmot show a surplus
with the present means of obtaining
revenue and the present demand upon
the Treasury. T cannot meet the demands
that are made even now,

The Attorney General: Members op-
posite even wanted a motor car for a
magistrate.

The PREMIER: It was only sug-
gested this week that I might arrive at
a place earlier in the mornming in order
to see the improvements made in connec-
tion with the river. If I had declined
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to give the money the member for Nor-
tham would have been the first to com-
plain that we had not kept faith with the
promise that had been made.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): It is a waste of money at this
juneture,

The PREMIER: I am told all over
the country that there are further av-
enues for expenditure, and that I am not
complying with the wanis of the people.
I cannot eomply with them until we ob-
tain the revenue necessary in the first in-
stanee. Qur desire was to obtain revenue
from those who could afford to pay it.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Tax the other
fellow.

The PREMIER: The methods adopt-
ed in the past have been to lax men
without their being able to know it, that
is, by indirect faxalion. Who is paying
ihe customs duties from which we ob-
tain a fair amount of our revenue at the
present time? It is the working man.

The cnstoms duties are largely paid
by the working man with a family
of ten, who is paying his quota
as well as the man with £5,000
a year and no family and living

in luxury at Claremont. This is the
same old ery. Hide up your methods of
taxation in order that a man, the wage
earner, will not appreciate the amonnt
that he is paying. 1 regret that this long
debate should be necessary. Flere we are
asking for supplies, and yet after the tea
adjournment have not got through the
first Committee, Three years apo, before
the general eleciions, hon. members op-
posite did not even have to approach Par-
liament for supplies. They were able to
carry on for four months without any
reference to Parliameint. Here, hnwever,
it takes a whole sitting to obtain sup-
plies whieh are o earry on the Sovern-
ment through the general elections.
Place this side by side with the aclion
of the Opposition in the Federal Parlia-
ment, when supplies were asked for not-
withstanding the faet that there was a
forced double dissolution. Here we find
there is a general election brought about
by effluxion of time, an election which
is of course necessary. We mnst go to the
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country and must have supplies to
carry on during the period over which
the general elections are taking place.

Let me put two or three things
right. The hon. member for Nor-
tham says in the first instance

that we ought to be thankful that we
have Sir John Forrest as Federal Trea-
surer to enable us to do these things.
That may be perfectly true, but may I,
v order to allow the position to be cor-
rectly understood, explain that this mat-
ter was fixed and agreed to at the Pre-
. mier’s conference before Sir John For-
rest reached Melbourne.

Mr. Bolton. He had nothing whatever
to do with it,

The PREMIER: When the facts are
made known there are of course all sorts
of reasons given, but I am merely stat-
ing what traospired.

Hon, J. Mitchell :  Your complaint
then is against Mr. Holmian?

The PREMIER : I am not complain-
ing at all, except from this point of
view: that the KFederal Treasurer, to-
gether with his supporters, even State
members ineluding the hon. memher for
Northam, raust have been going about
the couniry trying to pour ridicule upon
the Government, holding them np to con-
tenpt because they say that men are
not employed to the same extent as pre-
viously, and using the argument that the
Federal Treasurer, Sir John Forrest, iz
finding the money for ns.

Hon, J. Mitehell : 1 said nothing of
the sort.

The PREMIER : It seemns fo me that
all that the Federal Government are re-
quired to do, so far as Western Anstra-
lia is eoncerned—and I am donbtful about
Victoria, because being far removed from
the seat of Government we are in a dif-
ferent position from that State—all that
they are expected to do, at all eveats, is
to raise revenne and expend it. When
a crisis such as this arrives we do not
hear of people going to the Federal Gov-
ernment and telling them that they must
find means of employment for the peo-
ple.

Hon. J. Mitchell :
ing them.

They are employ-
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The PREMIER : T would like to know
where? One of the first aets of the
Liberal Federal Government was to prae-
tically close up the works in Cockburn
Sound,

Hon, J. Mitchell : Why?

The PREMIER : That is what T want
fo know. Notwighstanding that Admiral
Hendersen was brought out to report on
the question of the naval bases, and did
report upon the question of the naval
base in Western Ausiralia, in Vietoria
and New Sonth Wales, as soon as this
last TFederal Government came into
power they stopped all work here, but
it is noliceable that they did not stop
the work al the other bases in the East-
ern States. I claim that the Federal
Government is just as much concerned,
and responsible for the employment of
people as the State Government and that
it is their duty to find the wmoney at such
times as these, and that they should be
responsible for seeing thai there is neo
unemployment in any of the States, and
that responsibility should not rest upon
the States. I telegraphed to the Prime
Minister pointing out that there was un-
employment upon ihe goldfields, and ask-
ing him to employ as many men as pos-
sible in conneetion with the construe-
tion of the Trans-Australian railway.
The reply which I got from him was
that they appreciated tbeir position in
this matter, and thaf all the men who
could be economically employed on the
trans-Australian raziway would not be
dismissed,

Mr. Bolton : They dismissed 260 men
from the naval base.

The PREMIER : Evidently all that
they are responsible for is the keeping
in employment of the men at present
working there. Our responsibilify is
said to be to absorh all the unemploy-
ment due to the fact that firms are dis-
pensing with the servieces of their em-
ployees. Our hon, friends opposite
applauded the Federal Government for
doing something which was their
absolute duty to do, and which was
not a favour at all. Tn my opinion the
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Federal Goverument are not extending
any favour towards us, and I decline to
aceeptb it as such. I regard it as a matter
of their duty, whether they be a Liberal
or a Labour Government, to do jusi what
they are intending to do at the present
time. It is a fair proposition whilst ap-
plauding the Federal Treasurer, Sir John
Forrest, for his action that it should not
he held up as anything but a duty de-
volving upon him to absorb any unem-
ployment whieh exists. It certainly is
one of the ways in which ihe Federal
(Gfovernment should spend their money at
the present time. They have told us that
our figure for our expenditure is quite
high enough, and that we must exercise
inoderaftion. That is tantamount to say-
itg that if we go higher they will not
give us the money. 1 gave them our re-
(uirements for 12 months, and all the
pariiculars that T could obtain were sent
to the Prime Minister, and Sir John For-
rest. We told them what we had already
expended during the previous 12 months,
and also the minimum departmental re-
quirements that under the eircumstances
would be required to he provided by the
Federal Treasurer.

Hon, J. Mitchell: They are giving you
that.

The PREMIER: T have not heard so
yet. T have no assurance from the Prime
Minister that they are treating us as the
other States are being treated. T am told
by the Premier’s conference that they are
zoing to provide all the money necessary
for public works to their full current
volome. T have told them what we re-
quired last year, ‘and what our require-
ments would be for this year, and what
under the eircumstances would be suffi-
cient to enable us {o carry on. The leader
of the Opposition has said that I have
held up the payments of the Agricultural
Bank, notwithstanding that it was only
a matter of £20,000. He must have
known when he made the statement that
it was not correct.

Hon, Frank Wilson:; I did not say it

The PREMIER. Yon said it was only
a matter of £20,000.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You said that you
conld commence the repayment of the
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money you had stopped now that you
had £20000. You paid £5,000 in gold
and had £20,000 in notes for it.  There-
fore you were going to pay the 50 per
cent, which yon had stopped from the
£20,000 to enable you to carry on.

The PREMIER: T do not think the
leader of the Opposition appreciates the
position, At the time when 1 had to re-
duce the payments from the Agricultural
Bank by 50 per cent. I was unaware how
far the Federal authorities were going to
assist us. We approached the Federal
T'reasurer and had him in Cabinet, but
he was not able to tell us.

Hon. Frank Wilson : You knew they
wonld assist you as far as they eould.

The PREMIER: T did nof even know
that or whether they would assist us at
all. The action T look was merely to con-
serve as much as possible without bring-
ing about any undue hardship, the cash
which we had available. As soon as a
deeision was arrived at I decided to get
into touch with the Federal Prime Min-
ister, as Sir John Forrest had left Mel-
bourne, asking what he could immediately
make available. This was not under the
arrangement made at the Premier’s con-
ference bhecause that bad not been de-
cided. I made application in aceordance
with that arrangement some time ago,
before the Federal Treasurer arrived
in Melbourne, but I have had no reply.
T decided, instead of waiting, that in
accordance with the promisc that I made
to Parliament, I would endeavour to
get a cerlain amount to earry on immedi-
ately, T asked whether they would make
£20,000 in notes available, if I made
avatlable £5,000 and this T did. As soon
as that is absorbed I will make a further
claim upon that basis, It does not mean
that £20,000 is the full extent of the dif-
ference we had to meet. Supposing it
wasg £20.000 and T had found that £20,000
under the conditions prevailing at the
commengement of last month, what would
have been the position? It would have
meant a loss to the extent of something
like £80,000, because that £20,000 could
now be turned into £100,000 in notes.
There is the position. Inslead of being
able to find £20,000 worth of notes fo:
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£5,000 in gold that £20,000 would have
"been gone, while to-day 1 could turn it
into £100,000,

Hon. J. Mitehell: You can turn that
into gold if you want lo.

The PREMIER: But I cannot turn
gold into notes on the same basis. I am
pointing out what would have happened
at the time I reduced the 50 per cent. in
the Agricultural Bank. If I had paid
out the money I could not have turned it
into notes to-day, To-day I could get
£108,000 for it.

Hon. J. Mitchell: 1f you will get me
the noles I will gef you £20,000 in sove-
reigns, The Premier has noi the notes
in his pocket.

The Attorney General: The hon. mem-
ber must be a miracle worker,

The PREMIER: I regret that it is
necessary for me to make all these ex-
planations at this stage. I think every-
one appreciates the faet that the time is
a trying one from the point of view of
the Treasurer. T eertainly think that the
public appreciates the faet and that the
leader of the Opposition appreciates it
too. I think that while it may he granted
that the Opposition are entitled to fairly
eriticise the Government, even in such eir-
cumistances as these, they are nof entitled
to keep up that earping eriticism which
lias come from the hou. member for Nor-
tham, and make wild statements which
are not in accordance with the facts at
all and expect one to sit down and give
no reply. I do not propose to do it. 1
will give the Opposition all their rights
so far as eriticism is concerned, but T ean
fairly ask in the cirewmstances now ex-
isting that they should regard themselves
responsible to some extent for assisting
te find means to relieve ihe distress in-
stead of all the time criticising us and
not assisting, The leader of the Opposi-
tion in an interview with the Press took
up the correet altitude in stating that he
is not called upon to accept responsibility
for any of the Government’s actions,
although he may be consulied and may
agree to any course they adopt. We have
consulted him in conformity with an ar-
rangement made on matters econnected
with the work of Parliament. I am pre-
pared to carry the responsibility for the
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whole of our aets. Naturally the Gov-
ernment must do so, but in the special
circumsiances whieh have arisen 1 ask the
Opposition to give me assistance to carry
on and relieve distress and avoid further
distress,

Hon.
that.

The PREMIER: That is all I am ask-
ing, but if the Opposition are going to
eriticise the aetion of the Government
they should eriticise fairly and in aceord-
ance with facts, and not endeavour to
bring the Government into ridienle and
inake their position more difficult than it
otherwise would be.

Question put and passed.

Frank Wilson: We will give

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

Resolution reported., and the report

adopted.

Commitlee of Ways end Means.

The House having resolved into Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, My, Price in
the Chair,

The PREMIER (Hon. J.
moved—

That towards making good the sup-
ply granted to His Majesty for the ser-
vice of the year ending 30th June, 1913,
@ sum not erceeding £1,250,000 bhe
granted from the Consolidated Revenye
Fund, and from the General Loan Funid
£260,000.

Question passed,

Seaddan)

[The Deputy Speaker fook the Chair.]

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted,

Supply Bill introduced, elcetera.

In aecordanee with the foregoing reso-
lutions, Supply Bill introduced, passed
through all its stages, and transmitted to
the Legislalive Couneil.

BILLS (3)—RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.
1. Oshorne Park Tramways Purchase.
2. TFoodstuffs Commission.
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3. Bunbury Motor ’'Bus Service.

4. ‘Agrieultural Bank Act Amendment,
Without amendment. .

5. Electoral Aet Amendment,

With amendments.

BILl. — GERALDTON AGRICUL-
TURAL AND HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY’S LAND.

Received from the Council and read a
first time

BILL—FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

All Stages.

Received from the Counecil and read a
firsi time,

Second EReuding.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Mie-
ister—North-East Fremantle) [8.12] in
moving the second reading said: Members
will see from a mere glance at the measure
that it is for the purpose of assisting
friendly societies during the present erisis,
A number of members of friendly socie-
ties have joined the expeditionary foree
which will be leaving this State, and other
members will in all probability be unable,
through lack of employment, to continue
fo pay the full amount of their contribu-
tions. This Bill is introduced with the
consent of the registrar te allow the
friendly societies, if they so desire, by
resolutior of their members to grant relief
from paywent of the whole or part of
the eontributions which are due, at the
same time reserving lo the members whe
will bhe leaving the State and to those
unable to pay owing to the crisis, their
full benefits and rights as if they
bad continned to contribute to their res-
peetive societies. A deputation recently
waited on the registrar asking that relief
should be given, as is provided for in
this Bill, ro enable the societies to allow
the members under such conditions fo
continue as members, If they lose a con-
siderable number of members through the
non-payment of dues, it will be serious for
the societies. At the same time, every
provision necessary to protect the sta-

[36]

981

bility of the societies has been introduced
into the measure, Every action must be
approved by the registrar before the re-
duciion ¢an be made. Other powers are
given whereby the registrar may, if he
thinks necessary, approve of a levy to
be placed on members who are in a posi-
lion to pay the contribution, and a pro-
vision is made wherely the societies can
at a later date claim the payment of
back dues either in whole or in portion,
as decided by a general meeting of mem-
bers. 1 do not know that I need say any
more on the matter, It is a Bill purely
for the purpose of meeting a contingency,
if it is necessary lo do so, and it will
only come into operation by proclama-
tion, 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
{8.16] : I think it is a very proper Bill to
pass. It requires very little debate, The
provisions have been explained by the
Honorary Minister and the only position
we need to concern ourselves with is in
conuiection with the stability of the socie-
ties, In this regard everything depends
upon the Registrar, who ean ai any time
direct a levy to be made on the members
in order to preserve the stability of the
society. I think that a Bill which tends
to allow memhers of a friendly socielv
to go to the war to fight for the Empire
or which relieves any who unfortunately
may he Lhrown oul of employment cither
directly or indirectly as a result of the
erisis we¢ are passing through, should he
sapported by hon, memhers.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Commitiee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—LEEDERVILLE RATES VAL.-
IDATION,

All Stages,

Introduced by the Minister for Works
and read a first time.
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Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon,
W. D. Johnsen—Guildford) [8.20] in
moving the second reading said: The Bill
has been rendered necessary through the
introduction of the validating Bill for the
municipality of Cottesloe. 1t appears
thai when that Bill was passed to validate
the rates of Cotlesloe which were invalid
owing to the neglect of the mayor in not
signihg the rate-book, some of the big
land agenis busied themselves going ronund
inspecting  the rate-books of other
municipalities  with a  view to see-
ing if they eould legally refuse
(o pay the rates, They discoverad
that the Leederville municipality was in
somewhat the same position as that of
Cottesloe, where the mayor had neglected
to initial the pages of the rate-book,
although the rate had been struck acecord-
ing to the Act. Another seclion of the
Act preseribes that a copy of the wmemo-
randum which appears in the rate-book
shall be published in the Press. In this
ease some nofifiealion was given to the
Press, but the memorandum was not pub-
lished in full. This was discovered hy
some of the land agents, and they refosed
to pay their rates. The Leederville coun-
eil appealed to the Government (o have
a validating Bill put through. T sent an
officer out to inspect the books to see
whether everything else was in order or
whether anything further was necessary
to put the munieipality on a sound foot-
ing from the rate-collecting point of view.
That officer pointed ont certain informali-
ties in previous ratings, an evidence of
carelessness, and eonsequently the Bill is
not only to validate the rate struck last
year, but also rates previously struck.
The Government had no alternative to
responding to the request of the muniei-
palily, and the Bill is introduced as a
vesult. However, T would like to point
out to the municipalities that Parliament
eannot ro on confinually eensidering Bills
of this deseription. T wish to draw the
aftention of the municipalities to the fact
that under the Act if eertain preserihed
things are not done a penalty is entailed,
and it will hecome necessary for the Gov-
ernment to enforce some penally if the
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mayors of municipalities negleet to ecarry
out the duties they have pledged' {hem-
selves to perform, I understand that in
this present case the mayor was not aware-
that this was necessary and, the neglect
having taken place in previous years, it
was allowed to hecome general. I make
these remarks in order to appeal to the
municipalities to study the Aet, and to
appeal to the administrative officers,
namely, the town clerks of the varions
municipalilies, to draw attention to the
Taet that the mayors have ihese duties to
perform. and that they should he per
formed in order Lo aveid the necessity
for the introduction of these Bills which
mean expense and an amount of unneces-
sary lrouble to Parliament.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Can you nol fine
the town clerk?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
The Act says it is the mayor who is liable.
We must of course blame the town clerk,
for he is the man who should attend to
these matlers,  However, the Act pre-
seribes that in cases of neglect of this
deseription a penalty ean bhe enforced.
No one would like to enforce a penalty
against any mayor, bnt it is worth while
drawing attention to the faet thai if it
goes on much further Parliament will see
that something is done lo avoid repeti-
tion. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Question passed.

Bill read a seeond time,

In Committee, eicetera,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitled to
ihe Legislative Couneil.

BILI—WORKERS’ HOMES ACT
AMENDMENT,
All Stages.

Introduced by the Premier and vead a
first time.
Second Reading,
The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
RBrown Hill-Tvanhoe) [8.27] in moving
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the second reading said: This is a small
measure to znable the Workers’ Homes
Board to extend the due date of paymeni
of any maneys payable by a lessee or
mortgagor to the board in the case of
hardship. Each case under this measure
will have io be dealt with on ils merits,
and the terms and conditions must be
subject to the approval of the Minister.
A number of suceessful applicants for
workers’ homes have made applieation in
a general way for the suspension of their
payments to the board, but 1 was not
prepared to approve of such applications
beeause it would enable those—who were
perhaps not justified in ob(aining this
consideration—having the powers (hat
would be given to them under fhis to
refuse to pay anyllng further to the
board until we had passed through the
present erisis. I recogunised at the same
time that there was gqmite n numher who
perhaps through unemployment or redue-
tion in salary or wages would not be able
to keep up Lheir present paymenis. The
existing Act provides heavy penalties Eor
getting into arrears. Power is given to
the board to forego those penalties, and
after consultation with (he bhoard we
agreed that it would be better Lo give the
board power Lo extend ihe payments
under suweh terms and conditions as lhe
board think fit, subjeet to the approval
of the Minister, The only way of doing
this in a proper legal form is by a Bill of
this nature, I move—

That the Bill be now reud a second

time,

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[S.29]: The Premier has been good

enough to consult me in connection with
this measure, and it seems to me the
provision really ought to have been in-
¢luded in the original Aet. I think the
House can safely pass the Bill, for the
power given can only be exercised after
the approval of the Minister, which is a
suflicient safeguard.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcelera.
Biil passed throngh Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.
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Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 2).

All stages.

Iniroduced by the Attorney General,
and read a first time,

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker—Kanowna) [8.34]: In mov-
ing the second reading of this Bill a few
words only, I trust, of explanation will
be necessary. It is a measare produced
by the timses we are in, and may perhaps
be neeessary. My hope is that we shall
not have to put this Bill into operation.
The Bill provides that there shall be
power, by proclamation, to restrict or
prohibii the sale, offer for sale, supply
or gift of liguor, within any licensing
district, or any defined portion of any
licensing district. It further provides
that, if it should be deemed necessary,
by proclamation there ean be a limita-
tion of the hours in which on licensed
premises liquor may be sold, Then it pro-
vides that we shall have the unse of, that
we shall keep intact, the powers con-
ferred by the Licensing Aet, 1911, and
by that measure which was passed for
the prevention of sly groggeries. But
this Bill goes further still. As regards re-
mole parts of the State where sly drink-
ing and groggeries exisl, it provides that
a police eonstable, without warrant, shall
have the power fo search premises, and
also to search vehicles which may be snus-
pected of conveying intoxicants to a
eamp of any kind, or to a township, or o
any place where the eonsumption of
liquor may ensne, The Bill gives power.
moreover, for the seizure of aleohol so
suspecied of being intended to be used
for sly grogmery purposes. and for the
retention of that aleohol .until the em-
bargo shall have been removed by pro-
clamation, or this measure shall have
ceased to have force. I would rather
have seen the Bill provide for ithe con-
linuance of these powers unlil the ene-
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mies of His Majesty had ceased to be
enemies, until the war had ended, as has
heen the case with the other emergency
measures which have been introduced.
However it is provided in the Bill that
this measare shall operate only until
March, 1915, In the ‘interim, of course,
another Pavliament will have been
clected to take charge of affairs; and if
it should be found necessary to continue
this measure, or to re-enact if, that
conrse will devolve on the ensuing Par-
liament. In the meantime we do nol
know when it may be necessary to use
the drastic powers provided by this Bill
There are some parts of the State, as
we know, where excitement between those
who are loyal to the British Empire and
those who may feel that their patriot-
ism leads them te be otherwise, to be
patriots of alien countries, may lead to
all kinds of riot and disorder. We can.
not tell where, under drunken exeite-
ment, danger may crop up, and to what
it may lead, I do not want to enlarge
upon the disabilities that may come from
drink in time of great public excitement.
The measure is one which has been
found necessary in Dbelligerent conn-
tries, and in the Home ecountry itself.
It may be, T hope it will not be, an ab-
solnte necessity to put this weasure in-
to force here by proclamation. How-
ever, unfil the measure 18 given vitality
by means of a proclamation, it has no
weight. Tis value lies in giving certain
powers, should the exercise of those
powers ever become necessary, That is
the essential feature of the measure,
which T do not think requires any lengthy
speech in order to commend its prineiple
to the Chamber. 1 therefore move—
That the Bill be now read « second
time.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[B3S]: T must confess that T viewed

this measure with some coneern when I
first read it through, The powers it con-
tains are so drastic, eovering as they do
absolute prohibition by proclamation in
any portion of the State, and also abso-
lute conirol over the hours of opening
and closing. Therefore. one hesitaies
some litile time before making up one’s
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mind to agree to such a weaswre. The
powers conveyed by the Bill are, in our
existing legislation, referred to the peo-
ple. We have recognised the right of the
people in the varions distriets to setfle
these questions; but, of course, ihe times
make all the difference in the measures
that we have to pass. At the present
juneture I recognise we may deem it ne-
cessary, for instance, to declare martial
law, The Federal Government may de-
clare martial law, and if they do they
will have all the powers eontained in this
measnte, Having proclaimed martial law
they could do anything they thought ne-
cessary in the interests of peace and
good government. Therefore I think it
wonld be wise to give the Governmeni
the power that they seek, in ease such
power has to be exercised in the interests
of the community as a whole. T fthink
so more espeeially as our Parliament is
dying, is pretty well dead, and we will
have an interregnnm of perhaps two or
three months before we ean possibly call
the new Parliament together, to pass
legislation of this description, should it
be necessary. Therefore, after consulta-
tion with the Premier, T have consented
to pass legislation of this description, as
T realise that, notwithstanding the powers
under the Bill are so extensive, they
will be put into operation only if the
occasion and the necessities of the time
should require that course. Tt appears
to me, however, in connection with this
Bill that if the Government have to ex-
ercise, for example, the power of total
prohibition in any given district for any
lengthened period, it would be a hard-
ship on the licensees. Their trade for the
time being would be absolutely eclosed
down: and it is a question whether, un-
der such circumstances, we shonld not
impose some of the hurden on the land-
lords, the owners of the licensed proper-
ties, T {hrow this out as a suggestion
for consideration, whether we should not
inelude in this measure a clause to the
effect that if licensed houses have to be
closed in the interests of the publie in
any given district, then during such elos-
ure the licensees shall not, at any rate, be
liable to pay the whole rental of the pre-
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mises. I think it would be equitable if
the licensees were exempt from paying
the full rentals during such periods. The
rentals of these establishments are fairly
high, as hon. members know, .

The Premier: I do not think licensed
premises would be elosed absolutely.
They would only be prevented from sup-
plying drink.

Hon. PRANK WILSON! Tt comes to
the same thing,

The Premier: No. Hotels provide
accomuodation for travellers. The Staie
hotels do, anyhow,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
nner must realise that the rentals, or the
ingoings, whielh are enormous. are fixed
upon the business thal ean be done in
lhe sale of intovieating liquor. Other-
wise these premises would net reqguire
any license, except a hoarding house
license. 1 is from the sale of liquor that
ihe profit comes. Therefore it seems to
me that we might take that fact into con-
sideration, A very shorl clause would
meet the position, giving power to sus-
pend the payment of rent during such
time as licensed houses are debarred from
selling Tiquor. If that were done, T do
not think there ecould be any exception
taken to the measure. Together with the
_Attorney General, I believe, or at any
rate T hope, that we shall never need to
put the measure into operation. I trust
that the fears expressed hy some seetions
of the eommunity as to trouble arising,
which would necessitate the pufting of
this measure into operation, will prove
to be false. At any rate, we must clothe
the Government with sufficient powers to
preserve the peace and good order of the
community during the present erisis,
Therefore 1 am taking no exeeption to
the Bill. T am merely pointing out that
such a clause as I have suggested, and
which possibly some legal gentleman op-
posite would frame, might be acceptable
to the Government. Perhaps the Atior-
ney General will consider the matter, 1T
think that such a clause should be in-
cluded; and, if it were, the measure
would be assured of readier acceptation
at the hands of the public generally. The
amendment migh{ be made here, and the

Bill could be sent to the Legislative
Counci! on Thursday. I presnme that
although the Attorney General did not
mention it, he has been in consultation
with the police, and he has acted after
due consideration.

The Atlorney General: Absolutely.

Mr, DWYER (Perth) [8.46]: As the
Attorney General has pointed out there
is need for a measure snch as this in
the present ertsis, but 1 think in a case of
this kind the owner shounld bear his pro-
portion of any loss ineurred. There is
no doubt that in normal ecircumstances
the rent of an hotel is fixed on the under-
standing that it shall remain open dor-
ing certain hours and the lessee agrees
to pay rvent in consideration of heing
allowed to keep open during those hours;
therefore if any restriction of hours takes

place it is only equitable that the lessor ~

of the-premises should bear his propor-
tion of the loss. If the hotelkeeper snffers
through being obliged to close for a cer-
tain time, not only he, but the landlord
should hear Lis proporlion of the loss.
Of course Llhe rent is only one considera-
tion. There are also the rates and ihe
same principle applies, becanse what is
equitable for the landlord as regards the
rates and license fees should alse be eood
and equitable as against the persons to
whom the license fees and rates are pay-
able. Therefore T submit that the Bill
should be made to apply equally to all
parties concerned. When there is a loss
on one side, it musi be counterbalanced
by a corresponding diminution on the
other side. If the licensee of the hotel
loses his trade to the extent of
the time he is forced to close, fthe
landlord to whom he pays the rent, and
the persons who ecollect rates and taxes
and license fees, should also bear their
proportion. T think that another clause
is absolutely necessary to provide for
what I have suggested in the event of a
proclamation being made under Clause 2
or Clause 3.

The ATTORNEY GENERAIL {Kan-
owna) in reply [8.50]: The suggested
amendment commends itself to me, There
is only one difficulty about it, however,
and it is the possibility of delaying the
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passage of the Bill. The suggestion that
ihe wmendment might be made in another
Chamber, however, gets over the diffi-
cully. T will accept the suggestion, more
pariicularly as it emphasises one par-
ticular phase of the question which apart
from this Bill T am interesied in. It
shows that the real value paid for hy the
publican is the license.

Hon, Frank Wilson: TUndoubtedly,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
license 1s the sole thing that has rental
value, and adds a remtal value to the
l:remises; and the poeint that goes further
with me ig that if that be the value, it is
the State’s property. The State only
charges a nominal fee for the license,
and yet the moment that license is
granted enormons rentals follow, and
_ that reallv should be the property of the
State. 1 am not sure whether we could
get that inserted; we should not forego
what is really the State’s property.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Unfortunately
you are not reaping profits out of your
State hotels.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
are, undoubtedly, whereas private indi-
viduals get the profits under the existing
state of affairs. However, I am not
anxious fo infliet any injury upen those
conducting trades of this kind, and as my
ohjeet is ta protect the general publie in
case of emergency I see no objection to
the introduction of the amendment.* I
will have it drafted and forwarded teo
ancther place.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitlce, elcelera.

Bill passed throngh Committee without
dehate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Couneil.

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE.
Order discharged.

Order of the Day read for considera-
tion in Committee of the Road Closure
Bill,

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS (Hon,
T. H. Bath): In view of the faet that I
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require further investigations to be made
in regard to two of the closures ineluded
in this Bill, T move—
That the Order of the Day be dis-
charged.
Question passed, the Order discharged.

.

BILL—SPECIAL LEASE ENAB-
LING.
In Committee.

Mr. Price in the Chair; the Minister
for Tands in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Ratification of Agreement:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When
considering this Bill on the second read-
ing, members were desirous of seeuring
further information in regard to the ex-
act locality of this area. I made the maps
available on the Table of the House for
the information of wmembers, and if they
have not seen them, I may say that this
arep is in Hanover Bay, runniog from
Halfway Bay to St. George’s Basin, and
afong the coast, Dbetween Derby and
Wyndham; what might be termed the ex-
ireme northern part of Western Austra-
lia. Tt is in the electorate represented by
the member for Kimberley. I do not
know whether that hon. member has ever
visited his eonstituents in that part of the
State; if he has he will be able to supply
further information in regard to the
loeality, Tn discussing this matter with
Mr, Cole, thai gentleman stated that he
had visited the loeality and had satisfied
himself that it was suitable for his re-
quirements. Personally I am of the
opinion that any settlement in this par-
ticnlar area will not he carried out with-
oul those who are undertaking the enter-
prise meeting with considerable difficul-
ties. In the first place all the information
we have leads ns to believe that in this
aren the aborigines are perhaps the most
difficult to deal with that there are in the
whole length and hreadth of Western
Australia; and the faet that there are
several missions along this coast, north
and south of this loeality, where different
denominalions are seeking to win the
aborigines over fo a more peaceful life,
indicales that the intending settlers may
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encounter some trouble. However, this
is the area selected for settlement, and in
view of the faet that the conditions re-
quire that the land shall be used for the
purposes set forth, it is a matter for the
lessee’s own responsibility in regard to
the area.

Mr, MALE: I must thank the Min-
ister for making available the plan

showing the locality. I have no objection
whatever to the Bill as introdnced. It
does not of course altogether appeal to
me as being the most suitable plaee in
which lo starl tropical agriculture, for
it is, I suppose, as far isolated from a
port as it can possibly be. There are no
ports in the vicinily but there are the
makings of fine ports, and it will be
necessary for any company to provide
itself with shipping facilities. Unless
they take a fair number of white men
with them it secems to me that they will
be courting great danger. ln view of
pazt lappenings in that pavt of t{he
State it would be advisable for any com-
pany to see that it was properly pro-
tested and in a position to look after
itself. [ have pleasure in supporting
the measure.

Clause put and passerl.

Clanse 2—agreed to.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Couneil.

ADJOURNMENT-—SPECIAL.
The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe) [9.3]: T move—
That the House at its rising adjourn
until 4.30 pm. on Thursday next.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned ot 9.4 pm,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers,

PERSONAIL EXPLANATION,

Hon. J. J. Holmes and the Cinil Service.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES (North) [4.331:
My, President, last evening the leader of
the Hounse thought fit to make an attack
on me, andd say things in eonnection with
myself that, if ihey were true, would
practically forbid me to be entitled to re-
wain a mewmber of this House. The worst
feature of the wlole thing is (hat the
hon, gentleman knows perfectly well that
what he says is not true. He zaid that T
made nse of langunage of the ale house
and the vaeecourse spieler. Ie said,
furiher. that 1 had pushed one officer
out of the serviee whilst I was Minister
for Railways, that this officer was re-
placed by a man who had been dismissed
from the railway service for manipulating
cash, and who had been guilty of dis-
graceful conduet; and further, that T,
knowing it to be so, appointed this man
as confidential secretary, and that the
man was no better than a low pimp and
a eash manipulator, and that the new
confidential secretary to the Minister was
kicked out of the service. The hon. gen-
tleman knows all the facts in connection
with the matter, for he was in the House
at the fime, Further, he was one of a
numhber of gentlemen who ecomplimented
me upon the stand I took on that oceasion,
True, T did appoint, and the hon, gentle-
man knows it, a man to a position in the
service, and he was practically one of the
smartest railway men in the State. I ap-



